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Knowledge Transfer Sub-office, RDO
EdUHK

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Innovation and Technology Support 
Programme (ITSP): Platform & Seed

Once a year
by 30-Sep-2022 *

Innovation and Technology Support 
Programme (ITSP): Mid-stream, theme-based

Once a year
by 29-Apr-2022 *

Mainland-HK Joint Funding Scheme 
(MHKJFS)

Once a year
by 30-Jun-2022 *

Guangdong-HK Technology Cooperation 
Funding Scheme (TCFS)

Once a year
by Nov-2022 (TBC) *

Partnership Research Programme (PRP) All year round

Fund for Better Living (FBL)
All year round 

[with panel review 
in Mar, Jul & Nov]

* * *

Public Sector Trial Scheme (PSTS) All year round
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ITF Proposal Calling 2022

Yearly Schedule
ITC Official 

Deadline


overall

		Innovation and Technology Fund (ITF)

		Supporting Research & Development		ITSP		Seed, Platform, MRP/Mid-stream

				MHKJFS

				TCFS

				PRP

				ESS		Enterprise Support

				CRS		Cash Rebate				(1) ITF projects (platform, collaborative) - can be FBL
(2) Partnership projects (**need pre-registration)		HK registered companies		Cannot be just product design/enhancement without "research element" if under (2)

		Faciliating Technology Adoption		PSTS

				TVP

				RFS

				FBL										Industry partner can be joint applicant and can spend manpower and ODC budget thru separate agreement (OR can be the service provider/goods vendor under ODC budget); 
but IP is owned by Applicant ONLY

		Nurturing Technology Talent		RTH		Research Talent Hub				(1) for ITF; (2) for HKSTP & Cyberport tenants; (3) for technology companies
- cannot be FBL, PSTS
- for PRP, only Research center/University can apply RTH (max 4 per project)
		$18k, $21k, $32k		To avoid conflict of interest, the research talent CANNOT be the proprietor, partner, shareholder or management of the applicant organisation/company (i.e. cannot recruit Senior Staff from PRP partner) 

				RTTP

				STEM Internship Scheme 

		Supporting Technology Start-ups		TSSSU

				ITVF

		Fostering an I&T Culture		GSP		General Support Programme

				PAG











general

		Funding programme				Funding cap		Industry support		IP ownership		2022 schedule		Remark		KT email (last updated)		Final submission

		Innovation and Technology Support Programme (ITSP)

		ITSP (Seed, Platform)		Seed		$1.4M		Not mandatory		Applicant		Submission: ONCE a year
ITC deadline: Jul/2022 (TBC)		(Deadline: 21/May/2021)

				Platform				10%

		ITSP (Mid-stream, theme-based)				$5M (Standalone)
$10M (Collaboration involving multiple research institutes)		Not mandatory		Applicant		Submission: ONCE a year
ITC deadline: 29/Apr/2022 		2022 Themes: 
(i) Green Engineering Technologies
(ii) Therapeutics for the treatment of metabolic diseases				ONE (Prof Chow)		2021 Themes: (MRP)
(i) Green Engineering Technologies
(ii) Drug Development		2020 Themes: (MRP) 
High Technologies for Diagnosis: biotechnology, biomedical imaging, diagnosis using artificial intelligence, microfluidic chips, health information technology systems, automation, etc.

		Partnership Research Programme (PRP)						50%		Industry partner		All year round

		Mainland-HK Joint Funding Scheme 
(MHKJFS)		Platform				10%				Submission: ONCE a year
ITC deadline: 30/June/2022
		2022 Theme:
(i)生物技術（疫苗、抗體等生物藥研發；中醫藥防治重大臨床疾病研究；中藥新藥創制研究；合成生物學技術）
(ii)人工智能（人工智能系統的安全性和隱私研究；智慧交通；極端天氣∕天然災害中的智能機器人及相關應用技術；類腦智能；智慧醫療（包括醫療機器人）
(iii)新材料（光電子材料；第三代半導體技術；氫燃料電池關鍵材料、高安全鋰離子電池材料；生物醫用材料）		2022.01.20
- for advanced notice
2022.05.13
- project title by 25/May/2022
- draft application by 1/June/2022
- finalized by 17/June/2022

				Collaborative				50%

		Guangdong-HK Technology Cooperation Funding Scheme 
(TCFS)		Platform				10%				Submission: ONCE a year
ITC deadline: TBC (Last year: Nov)		Cat. A: funded solely by HK
Cat. C: funded jointly

				Collaborative				50%



		Public Sector Trial Scheme (PSTS)				50% of Parent Project		Not mandatory		Applicant		All year round

		Fund for Better Living (FBL)				$5M		10%		Applicant		All year round
o Application cut-off date for the 2nd round review (July/2022): End of March (Expired)
o Application cut-off date for the 3rd round review (Nov/2022): End of July (TBC) 
		On-line submission OR
By post/in-person [The applications and relevant supporting documents should be submitted with (i) a duly completed Application Form together with all the required documents; and (ii) a soft copy of the application (preferably in MS Word format and sent by email to fbl@itc.gov.hk).] 



		General Support Programme (GSP)						10%				All year round
2nd GSP Vetting Committee meeting - scheduled for June 2022: The cut-off date for this round is Feb-28. 
3rd GSP Vetting Committee meeting - scheduled for Oct 2022: The cut-off date for this round is Jun-30. 		The second GSP Vetting Committee meeting in 2022 is scheduled for June 2022. 
The cut-off date for this round of applications is 28 February 2022. Applications received after this date will not be considered in this meeting. 



































assessment criteria

		Assessment criteria		Seed		Platform		MRP		PRP		PSTS

		Innovation and Technology Component		36%		20%		26%		20%

		Technical Capability		32%		20%		20%		20%

		Financial Considerations		8%		16%		14%		16%

		Existence of a Holistic Plan to Realisation/Commercialisation		4%		16%		18%		16%

		Relevance with Government Policies or in Overall Interest of the Community		8%		12%		4%		12%

		IP Rights and Benefit Sharing		4%		8%		6%		8%

		Management Capability		8%		8%		12%		8%

		Assessment criteria		FBL

		Benefits brought to the public or specific community group(s)		30%

		Innovation and technology content		20%

		Feasibility and sustainability		20%

		Financial considerations		15%

		Technical and management capability of the Applicant		15%



		Assessment criteria		GSP

		Expected impact to the community		40%

		Support of Government policies		10%

		Quality of submission		20%

		Management capability		15%

		Financial assessment		15%





internal schedule



				ITF Proposal Calling 2022				ITC notification email / website announcement		ITC Official Deadline		Yearly Schedule																								Proposal calling by KT

												Jan		Feb		Mar		Apr		May		Jun		Jul		Aug		Sep		Oct		Nov		Dec		Advanced
notice by email		Proposal calling notice		Project 
title		Draft 
application		Finalized 
proposal

				Mid-stream to 
Downstream R&D 		Innovation and Technology Support Programme (ITSP): Platform & Seed		5-Jul-22		Once a year
by 30-Sep-2022																		*										6-Jul
2-Aug		1-Aug
10-Aug		18-Aug
25-Aug		15-Sep

						Innovation and Technology Support Programme (ITSP): Mid-stream, theme-based		4-Feb-22		Once a year
by 29-Apr-2022								*																				14-Feb		21-Feb		7-Mar		15-Apr

						Mainland-HK Joint Funding Scheme 
(MHKJFS)		10-May-22		Once a year
by 30-Jun-2022												*														20-Jan		13-May		25-May		1-Jun		17-Jun

						Guangdong-HK Technology Cooperation Funding Scheme (TCFS)		Not yet received		Once a year
by Nov-2022 (TBC)																						*				10-Aug

						Partnership Research Programme (PRP)		NA		All year round																												Quarterly call: Jan/Apr/Jul/Oct

				Technology Adoption by Community		Fund for Better Living (FBL)		NA		All year round 
[with panel review in Mar, Jul & Nov]						*								*								*				10-Aug		10-Aug		30-Sep		20-Oct		15-Nov

						Public Sector Trial Scheme (PSTS)		NA		All year round

				Fostering an I&T Culture		General Support Programme (GSP)		NA		All year round 
[with panel review in Feb, Jun & Oct]				*								*								*



						Others

						APAS		NA		NA













resource map

				ITSP-Seed, Platform, Mid-stream		PRP		FBL		Remark

		Industry sponsorship/contribution		Seed & Mid-stream: Not mandatory
Platform: 10%		>30-50%		10%
(can be internal fund)		- FBL: Applicant has to bear > = 10% of project cost (can be the industry sponsorship in cash / inkind)
- Different definition of industry sponsorship/contribution under each scheme (refer to other notes)


		IP ownership		EdUHK		Industry Partner		EdUHK		PRP partner can own IP only if industry sponsorship/contribution >50% of total project

		RTH (max 4 PhD)		Y		Y		N		- FBL is being positioned as more focusing on "technology deployment to benefit the community" and so the team needs not to have strong technology background (i.e. not eligible to apply RTH manpower resource)
- To avoid conflict of interest, the research talent CANNOT be the Senior Staff from PRP partner 

		Industry partner can be the service provider/goods vendor		N		N		Y		- The ITSP guidelines strictly state that the industry sponsor / co-applicant CANNOT be the service supplier/vendor of the project as to avoid conflict of interests
- The FBL officer clarified on the phone that the joint applicant/industry partner can be the service provider/goods vendor during the project execution as long as the procurement procedures are carried out in an unbiased and fair manner

		Industry partner can apply 40% cash rebate		Y		Y		Y/N		Only count the industry sponsorship/contribution which can be identified for R&D purpose (i.e. local travelling fee cannot be counted)



		Notes for definition of industry sponsorship/contribution:

				ITSP-Seed, Platform, Mid-stream		ITSP-PRP		FBL

		Industry sponsorship		- inkind/cash from industry companies
- can be from University's subsidiary company 
or PI's/team member's own company		- inkind/cash from industry co-applicant
(industry co-applicant's senior management cannot be the project team members) 		---		Notes on the rationale behind ITSP guidelines:
- Cannot accept PI's own company as the industry co-applicant in PRP (as concerning the IP ownership by the co-applicant and the conflict of interest)
- Strictly NOT allow the industry partner to be the service provider/vendor (as concerning the conflict of interest and the cash rebate)

Remark: ITSP guidelines emphasize the involvement of industry parties to demonstrate the market interest		(Guidelines state: NOT allow sponsorship from related companies in the case of R&D centers)

		Industry contribution ("Other sources of Financial Contribution")		- inkind/cash from applicant and supporting parties e.g. charities
- manpower contribution from industry sponsor
- can be personal contribution by project team members
		- inkind/cash from applicant and supporting parties e.g. charities
- manpower contribution from industry co-applicant
- can be personal contribution by project team members
		---		NOT counted as the required 10%(or 50%) industry sponsorship		(for ASTRI: counted "ITF-CS")

		Definition of inkind		Guidelines p.6: "equipment or consumables"		Guidelines p.6: "equipment or consumables"		Guidelines p.10: "equipment, consumables, publicity, etc."		by checking with ITC / previous experience with ITC:
-ITSP: inkind cannot be "service" (test service, design service) in general, except some cases e.g. in IC design & fabrication industry 
-FBL: "etc." can probably count consultancy service, depending on the acceptance of value proof doc



		Case observation:

		(1) For Dr Yeung's case (Social Robot for English Teaching), probably, both FBL and PRP can be applied with DIFFERENT proposal contents in the way that the IP rights of the educational content and the social interaction design of the robot are owned by EdUHK via FBL project; and the IP rights of the robot hardware and the AI algorithm are owned by the industry company via PRP project. 

		(2) For Fu Hong's case with HKRITA (ITP/059/21TP: Smart Vest for Improving Behavioral Performance of School-aged Children with ADHD), the ITF project cost is HK$2.264M and most of the funding will be contracted out from HKRITA to EdUHK. 
To pay attention from ITSP Guidelines p.2: "in the case of an R&D Centre project in which the majority of the R&D work is carried out by a local university, the R&D Centre has the flexibility to negotiate with the university 
and decide on the appropriate IP ownership and commercialisation arrangements". 
For ITF project collaboration with R&D Centers, EdUHK can own the IP (depending on the R&D work majority) and the R&D Centers can work for the commercialization part, with the benefit sharing arrangement with EdUHK (e.g. Royalty sharing).
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